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able Society of Lincoln's  Inn.    James Quin is often spoken of as an Irishman by birth, but the better opinion seems to be that he was born in King Street, Covent Garden, on February 24, 1693, and that shortly afterwards, on his grandfather's death, he was taken to Ireland by his father, who then came into possession of a very considerable   fortune.     In   Dublin   young   Quin   was educated by Dr. Jones, a teacher celebrated for his learning, and, being destined by his father for the bar, remained under his tuition until 1710, when his father died.   Whether  he now came over to  England and squandered his fortune in gaiety and  dissipation, or whether, on the other hand, his legitimacy was challenged and his patrimony wasted in a Chancery suit, it is difficult to say.    The probability is that his mother had two husbands at once, and that, in consequence, James Quin was illegitimate, and his father's  heirs,  knowing this, asserted their legal claims to what should have been young Quin's estate.    Different authorities give different accounts of the matter; what is certain is that from some cause or other he lost his fortune, and was turned adrift upon the world at an early age, a well-educated adventurer.    At this time he is described as having "an expressive countenance, an inquisitive eye, a clear voice full and melodious, an extensive memory, a majestic figure, and,  above all, an enthusiastic admiration of Shakespeare."   It is said that the study of Shakespeare's plays had, with Quin, been pursued in Temple Chambers, when he should have been poring over the crabbed folios of Coke upon Littleton; but, however this may be, his tastes were formed, his talent was undeniable, and his opportunity soon presented. itself.    His first appearance upon any stage was made at the  old Smock Alley Theatre in Dublin, in the part of Abel in the Committee.